Pregnancy decreases the frequency of spontaneous recurrent seizures in rats with kainic acid lesions of the hippocampus.
Spontaneous recurrent seizures (SRSs) were observed in female rats following the injection of kainic acid into the dorsal hippocampus. Pregnancy and nursing decreased the frequency of SRSs in such animals. The finding of a protective effect of pregnancy and lactation in this animal model of temporal lobe epilepsy stresses the usefulness of this model.